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Abstract: The exclusive right of integrated circuits layout design is an important civil right in Chinese
law, which plays an important role in protecting and promoting layout design originality. In China, the
Regulations for Protection of Layout Design of Integrated Circuits grant and determine the exclusive right
of layout design and the relevant protection scope by a registration and filing system. Judicial trials of
disputes over the exclusive right of integrated circuits layout design indicate some issues in determining the
protection scope of the exclusive right of layout design by the registration and filing system. For example,
the cost for submitting proofs of registered and filed layout design is expensive, the publicity effect through
the registration and filing system is insufficient, copies or objects that reflect the layout designs are often
obscure, failing to require applicants to confirm the scope of originality of the layout design and explain
the original points, the absence of the layout design database, etc. The paper puts forward some customized
revision suggestions to address the abovementioned issues.
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