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Disputes and Settlement of Originality Judgment on Layout Design of Integrated Circuits

Abstract: China adopts the registration principle for obtaining the exclusive rights to layout design, whose originality

is a prerequisite for the exclusive rights protection of layout design of integrated circuits. In the trial of the disputes over the

exclusive rights to the layout design of integrated circuits, there are still conflicts of opinions on whether the layout design

claimed by the plaintiff is original or not. By analyzing three different viewpoints on whether the layout design is original, it is

believed that in specific cases, the registered layout design involved should be judged on basis of the opinions and evidences

provided by the plaintiff and the defendant. This rule is beneficial to balance the interests of all parties and promote the

development of layout design industry.

Key words: Layout Design; Originality; Presumption; Give Proof; Balance of Interests
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